RAT 

Biaft her pride, O ye Weft gods f fo will you with on me, 
when the raft mood is on me* Shakftp* 

I have fcarce lei Cure to falute you, 

My matter is fo raft. Sbakefp. Troilus and Crejfula * 

Be not rajh with thy mouth, and let not thine he irt be 
hafty to utter any thing before God ; for God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth ; therefore let thy words be few. Ecclnf 

Her raff) hand in evil hour, 

Forth reaching to the fruit, {he pluck'd, file eat. Milton * 
Rash* n. f \rafda y Ilairan.J 

1. SaUin. Mtnjhtw. 

2 . [Corrupted probably from rift.] An ejfflorefcence on the 
body j a breaking out. 

Ra'sher. n.f [ rafura lardi , Lat.] A thin dice of bacon. 

If we grow all to be pork eaters, we fhall not fhortly have 
a rafter on the coals for money. Shakejp. Merck, of Venice. 

White and black was all her homely cheer, 

And rafters of fing'd bacon on the coals. Dry dm. 

Quenches his thirft with ale in nut-brown bowls, 

And takes the hafty rafter from the coals* King, 

Rashly, adv * [from rajh*) Haftily; violently; without due 
confiderattoru 

This expedition was by York and Talbot 
Too raftly plotted- Shake]ft Henry VL p. t. 

Men are not raftly to take that for done, which is not 
done* Bacon's Natural Htft&ry* 

He that doth any thing raftly y mutt do it willingly ; for he 
was free to deliberate or not* ■ HE/lrangis Fables. 

Declare the fecret villain, 

The wretch fo meanly bafe to injure Phsedra, 

So raftly brave to dare the fword of Thefeus* Smith. 
Rashness, n. f. J from raft. J Foolifh contempt of danger; 
inconftderate heat of temper; precipitation ; temerity* 

Who feeth not what fentence it fhall enforce us to give 
againft all churches in the world ; in as much as there is not 
One, but hath had many things effebJifhed in it, which though 
the feripture did never command, yet for us to condemn were 
raftmtft. Hooker , b. ill, ft 6. 

Nature to youth hot raftnefs doth difpence. 

But with cold prudence age doth recompence. Denham . 

In fo fpeaking, we offend indeed again# truth ; yet we 
offend not properly by falfhood, which is a fpeaking against 
our thoughts ; but by raftnefs , which is an affirming or de- 
hying, before we have fufficiently informed curfelves* South* 
I'he vain Morat by his own raftnefs wrought. 

Too foon difcoYer’J his ambitious thought. 

Believ'd me his, becaufe I i\ oke him fair* Drydcn. 

Rasp, n.f [rafpo , Italian.] A delicious berry that grows on 
a fpecies of the bramble ; a rafpberry. 

Sorrel fet amongft rajps y and the rafps will be the fhialler* 

Bacon's Natural Hijhiy. 
Now will the coiimhs, now the rafps fupply 
Delicious draughts, when preft to wines* Philips. 

To RASP* v. a, [rajperij Dutch ; ' after y Fr. rafpan\ Italian,] 
To rub to powder with a very rough file* 

Some authors have advifed the rafping of thefe bones ; but 
in this cafe it is need Ids* WifematCs Surgery. 

Having prepared hard woods and ivory for the lathe with 
rafping j they pitch it between the pikes* Moxon, 

Rasp, n.f [from the verb,] A large rough file, commonly 
ufed to wear away wood* 

Cafe-hardening is ufed by file-cutters, when they make 
coarfe files, and generally moft rafps have formerly been made 
of iron and c a fc- h at d cned * Moxtm s Mechanical Exereijes * 

Ra'spatgry. n.f [rajpatoiry Fr* from rafpft A chirurgeon's 
rafp. 

I put into his mouth a rafpatory, and pulled away the cor¬ 
rupt flefh, and with cauteries burnt it to a cruft. 

IVijeman s Surgery. 

Ra'sfberry, or Rajbcrry. n.f A kind of berry* 

RajpberrUs are of three forts ; the common wild one, the 
large red garden rafpbcrry y which is one of the pieafanteft 
of fruits, and the white, which is little inferior to the 
red* Mortimer s Hufbandry. 

Rasfberry-bush. n. ft A fperies of bramble, 

Rassure, n.f [rajuray Latj 
I* The acl of feraping or {having. 

2* A mark in a writing where fo meriting has been rubbed out* 
Such a writing ought to be free from any vituperation of 
rafure. Ay life's Par ergon. 

Rat* n.f [ratte* Dutch ; mty Fr* rattQy Spanifti*] An animal 
of the cioufe kind that i n lefts houfes and fhips* 

Our natures do purfue. 

Like rats that ravin down their proper bane. 

Make you ready your ft iff bats and dubs, 

Rome and her rats are at the point of battle. Shakefp. 
f have feen the time, with my long fword I would have 
made you four tall fellows fkip like rats. Shaktfp. 

Thus horfes will knable at walls, and rats will gnaw 
iron* Brown $ Vulgar Errours * 

If in defpair he goes out of the way like a rat with a dofe 
of arfenick, why- lie dies nobly* Dermis. 

4 


non* 


R A f 

Ta fmetl a Rat. To be put on the watch by film cion as th* 
cat by the Rent of' a rat; to fufpect danger. 

Quoth Hudibras, I jmdl a rat , 

Ralpho, thou doft prevaricate. Hudibras, p, j 

Ra'table. kdj. [from rate.] Set at a certain value. 

The Danes brought in a reckoning of money by ores 
oras ; I collect out of the abby-book of Burton, that twenty 
ora were ratable to two marks of filver. Camden’s Remains 
Ra'tably. adv. Proportionable. 

Many times there is no proportion of fhot and powder al¬ 
lowed ratably by that quantity of the great ordnance. Raiewb 
Rata'fia, >i. f. A line liquor, prepared from the kernels of 
apricots and (pints ‘ Bailey: 

Kata n, n. f An Indian cane. jyft* 

Ratch. \n.f In clockwork, a fort of wheel, which forves 
Rash, J to lift up the detents every hour, and thereby n^ke 
the clock ftrike. ' Bailey 

RATE, n.f [ratuSy Lat. rate t old Fr,] 

1. Price fixed on any thing. 

How many things do we value, becaufe they come at dear 
rates from Japan and China, which if they were our own 
manufacture, common to be had, and for a little money 
would be neglected i Lode 

Fll not betray the glory of my name, 

*Tis not forme, who have prefenPd a Rate, 

To buy an empire at fo bale a rati. Dry den 

The price of land has oever changed, in the feveraj changes 
have Wen made in the rate of interdl by law ; nor now that 
the rate of interdl i* by law the fame, is the price of land 
every where the fame. Locks. 

2. Allowance fettled; 

His allowance was a continual allowance, a daily rate for 
every day. . 2 Kings xxv* 30. 

They obliged themfelves to remit after the rate of lwcIvc 
hundred thouland pounds lierling per annum, divided into fa 
many monthly payments* 

3. Degree 5 comparative height or valour* 

I am afpirk of no common ; at a ; 

The iummcTfttll doth tend upon myffote* Skdcfb, 

I have difablcd mine effete, 

By fhewing fomething a more fvvi lltng port, 

1 ban my faint means would ^ram comituiajicc ; 

Nor do I now make moan to be abridged 
From fuch a noble rate. fhakefp. Merchant ft Venice. 
In this dai hss holinefs and godlinds apj ear above the rate 
and pitch of oilier mens, in that he was fo infinitely mer- 

c ^hd* Cfilamy's Sermons. 

1 o which relation whatfoever is done agreeably, is mo¬ 
rally and dlemially good ; and whatfoever is done otherwife, 
is at the fame rate morally evil* Soutk 

4. QuaiUity affignable* 

fn goodly form comes on the enemy ; 

And by the ground they hide, I judge their number 
^ Upon or near the rate of thirty thoufaiid. Shalt ft. 

5. That which lets value. 

Heretofore the rate and ftandard of wit was very different 
from what it is Jiow-a-days : no man was then accounted a 
wit for fpeaking fuch things, as deferved to have the tongue 
Cut out. South's Sermons. 

A \ irtuous heathen is, at this raie } as happy as a virtuous 
chriftian* ' Mtrhury. 

6. Manner of doing any tiling; degree to which any thing is 
done. 

Many of the horfe could not march at that raUy nor come 
up foon enough. Clarendon^ b. viti* 

i om hinting hiS diflike of fonie trifle his an iff refs had (aid, 
flic afked Irina how he would talk to her after marriage, if he 
talked at this rate before ? AMiftx* 

j. ^I'ax impofed by the pariih* 

They paid the church and parifii ratty 
And took, but read not the receipt* Prior* 

To Rate* v. a. [from the noun.] 

In To value at a certain price, 

I freely told you, all the wealth f had 
Ran in my veins, I was a gentleman ; 

And yet, dear lady, 

Ratmg inyfelf as nothing, you fhall fee 
How much I was a braggart. Shake ft. Merch. of Venice. 

We may there be mitructed, how to name and raU all 
goods, by thofe that will concentre into felicity. Boyle* 

You Teem not high enough your joys to ratty 
You ftand indebted a vail fum to fate, 

And fhould large thanks for the great bleffing pay* Dry <x% 

2* [Rcitay IflandickJ To chide haflilv and veherm ntly. 

Go rate thy minions, proud infuliing L ov, 

Becomes it thee to be thus bold in ten 11s 
Before thv fove reign. Shake ft. Henry \ t f 

An old ford of the council rated me the other day in 
ftreet about you. Sir* Shaktfp. Henry IV. p - i- 

What is all that a man enjoys, from a year's convert, 
comparable to what he feels for one hour, whenhis confidence 
fhall take him a fide ami rate him \ v him fell. 
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RAT 

If words are fometimes to be ufed, they ought to be grave, 
kind and fober, representing the ill or unbecomingnefs of the 
faults, rather than a hafty rating of the child for k. Locke. 

Rath. n. f A hill. I know not whence derived. 

There is a great ufe among the Irifh, to make great af- 
femblies together upon a rath or hill, there to parly about 
matters and wrongs between townfhips or private perfons* 

Spenfer on Ireland\ 

Rath. adv. Early- 

Thus is my fummer worn away and wafted. 

Thus is my harveft haften'd all too rathey 

The ear, that budded fair, is burnt and blafted, 

And all my hoped gain is turn'd to fcathc* Spenfer . 

Strong Lagaean wines 

Rath ripe and purple grapes there be* May’s Virgil * 

Rath ripe are fome, and fome of later kind, 

Of golden fome, and fome of purple rind. May's Virgil. 

RATH. ad). Saxon, quickly.] Early ; coming before 

the time. 

Bring the rath primrofe that forfaken dies. 

The tufted crow-toe and pale jeffamine* Milton . 

Ra/ther. adv* [this is a comparative from rath ; Saxon, 
foon* Now out of ule* One may ftlll fay, by the fame 
form of fpeaking, / will fooncr do this than that 3 that is, I 
like better to do this.] 

I, More willingly ; with better liking. 

Almighty God defireth not the death of a finner, but ra¬ 
ther that he ftiould turn from his wickednefs and Jive. 

Common Prayer. 

2 * Preferably to the other ; with better reafon* 

TIs rather to be thought, that an heir had no fuch right 
by divine inftitution, than that God fhould give fuch a right, 
but yet leave it undeterminate who fuch heir is* Locke. 

3. In a greater degree than otherwife. 

He fought through the world, but fought in vain, 

And no where finding, rather fear’d her fiain. Dryden * 

4* More properly. 

This Is an art, 

Which does mend nature, change it rather , but 

The art itfclf is nature. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

5. Efpecially. 

You are come to me in a happy time. 

The rather for I have fome l'port in hand. SCah/p. 

6 . To have Rather, [this is, I think, a barbarous expreffion 
of late intrufion into our language, for which it is better to 
fey will rather.] \ o defire in preference. 

I is with reludtancy he is provoked by our impenitence to 
apply the d 1 fei pi me ot fo verity and correction; he had rather 
mankind fhould adore him as their patron and benefe&or. 

_ , Rogerses Sermons. 

Ratihca tjon* n.f [ratifcat ion 3 Jr w from rat ft. ! The act 
of ratifying, confirmation, 

Ra tifier. n.f [from ratify.] The perlbn or thing that 
ratines. - 

I hey cry, tc chufc we Laer tes for our king V 
The rotifers and props of every word, 

-r F 3 , P 4 -’t r^' ds and ton S ues applaud it to the clouds. Shahfp. 

To RA I IFY, v, a. [ratum facie, Latin.] To confirm j to 


RAT 


T he church being a body which dieth not, hath always 

power, as occakon requireth, no lefs to ordain that which 
never was, than to ratify what hath been before. Hooter 
By the help of thefe, with him above 
To ratify the work, we may again 

Give to our tables meat, lleep to our nights, Sbakcft< 
\\ e have ratified unto them the borders of fudata. i Jl£c 
God ratified their prayers by the judgment they b „ZZ 
down upoo die heed of hto/wtom ihey praye/ ag3 

Tell me, my friend, from whence liad'fl thou 
So nicely to diRmguiflj good from ill ? k > 

ik what thou art to follow, what to fly, 

to ConcJemi b and that to ratify ? 1 n / 

R*T/0 ».f [I.,*,.] Pt<lportiol ,.'»- CiryJcn. 

VV hatever inclinations the ravs have to the nbno „f • - 
doice, tiie fine of the angle of incidence of l Pf inc ‘‘ 
dered apart, fiiall have to the fine nf th \ Cf r con fi- 
a conftant ratio. n ° lefraffi on 

To RATIOCINATE. 

to argue. L 5 Ajat -J 1 ° reafon - t 

R AT TOC- TNA'TtoN. n.f. [ratiocinath, Lat 1 The f 

'T s r4: ti 

which the fceond aa of rLon cSoSh * th ‘" SS ’ 
pofioom, and U* Ufi into fyliogifm, J/tt Tjll 

. Can of ratiocination allow Chiift Ml .t, 

the Meflmh, and yet deny him to be the ^ f 

tmmation or fiudy, and could „ ot fail Sin T ^ 
energy m their minds* ramtantljr to exert its 


RatXO^ ciNATIVE* adj. [from ratiocinate ,] Argumentative i 
advancing by procefs of dircourfe. . 

Some confocutions are fo intimately and evidently cormexed 
to, or found In the pjfemifes, that the conclufion is attained 
quafi per faltum, and without any thing of ratweinative pro- 
ceft, even as the eye fees his object immediately, and without 
any previous difeourfe. Hale s Origin of Mankind* 

RA'TIGNAL. adj. {ratimaUsy Latin.j 

1, Having the power of reafoning* 

2, Agreeable to reafon. ■ , 

What higher in her fociety thou find'ft 
Attractive, humane, rational , love (fill. Milton * 

When the conclufion is deduced from the unerring dictates 
of our faculties, we fey the inference is rational. G/anvilf 

If your arguments be rational^ offer them in as moving a 
manner as the nature of the fubje< 5 t will admit; but beware 
of letting the pathetick part fwaJlow up the rational. Swift* 

j* Wife; judicious ; as, a rational man. 

Rationale, n. ft [from rathy Lat.] A detail with reafons ; 
as, Dr* Sparrotu's Rationale of the Common Prayer * 

Rationalist, n.f [from rational 1] One who proceeds in 
his difquHitions and practice wholly upon reafon* 

He often ufed this companion ; the empirical pbilofophers 
are like to pifmires; they only Jay up and ufe their llore * 
the rationales are like to fpiders ; they fpin all out of their 
own bowels : but give me a philofophcr, who, like the bee, 
hath a middle facility, gathering from abroad^ but dige Ring 
that which is gathered by his own virtue, Baaru 

Raxionj^lity* n. ft [from rational.] 

1. The power of reasoning* 

When Gud has made rationality the common portion of 
mankind, how came it to beihy mclofure ? £?^* ft the Tong- 

2 . Reafonableriefs. 

In human occurrences, there have been many well directed 
intentions, whole rationalities will never bear a rigid exami¬ 
nation. Brown's Vulgar Errours* 

Rationally, adv. [from rational. J Reafonably; with 
reafon. 

■ , _ ■ _ 8 

Upon the prepdfal of an agreeable object, it may rationally 
be conjedhired, that a man’s choice will rather incline him to 
accept than to refiiie it. South. 

Ratio nal.mss, h.j. ['rom rational .J The flate of bvuiw 
rational. 

Ra / tsbane. n.f. [rat and bane.'] Poifon for rats; arfenick. 

Poor Tom ! that hath hid knives under his pillow, and 
halters in his pew, fet ratfbane by his porridge. Shaktfp . 

He would throw ratjbam up and down a houfe, where chil¬ 
dren might come at it. L'Ejhange . 

^ When murder s out, what vice can we advance ? 

Unlefs the new-found pois’ning trick of France ; 

And when their art of ratfbam we have got. 

By way of thanks, we’ll fend ’em o’er our plot. Dry dm. 
I can hardly believe the relation of his Kemir n ™r, n ,/ u... 


relation of his being poifoned, but 
fact might do it, though ratfbam would not. Swift to Pooe 
Ra'ttebn. n.J. A kind of ftufF. J ‘ 

, in Meath-ftreet Egypt’s haughty queen. 

And Anthony fhall court her in ratteen. Swift 

To Rattle, v.n. [rafelen, Dutch.] 

** ^ ° ^ nolle with frequent repetitions and 

colli Rons of fiodTcs not very fonorous : when bodies are fo- 
norous, it is called jmghng. 

The quiver ratileth againft him. J cb xxxix . 

. n , 0li ® o( d , wh % ot th e rattling of the wheels, of 
prancing bodes, aiul of the j u mping ch a riots. Hah. ii i. 2. 

hey had, to affright the enemies horfes, big rattles co- 
vered with parchment, and fmall ftones within; but tie 
raithngot fhot might have done better fervice. Hazard. 
He was too warm on picking work to d well : 
tie ragoted lus notions as they foil, 

A'fo if they rhym’d and rattled aUwas well. Dryden 
There flic affembles all her blackelt ftorms, J 
And the rude hail in rattling tempeil forms. 

2. 1 0 fpeak eagerly and noifily. 

Tirw4- jeaio V s e )' cs at didance fhe had feen 
. hifpnng with Jove the filver-footed queen ; 
i hen, impotent of tongue, her filence broke, 

_hus turbulent in rattling tone flic ipoke, Drvd n 

f ^ IS f 3 iT n ° f P lcafur< -'» a11 ^ a free-thinker; he is an a? 
p„p“ y "' ,Cr0 ' and WV • '■= it’ « “ 

To Ra’ttle. v. a. 

1, To move any thing fo as to make a rattle or noife 

„ . r cha t ms fhe rattles, and her whip fh e fliakes 

2. To Run with a noife; to drive with a noife ^ 

bound but another, and another fhall. 

As loud as thmc, rattle the welkin’s car, 

M n l m0 ft, the d «P-»°utll*d thunder. ru ,; 

a ^ !e ■? fe “ Kr , ' 1 ' irift && 
, 1 ante awa y thl5 f war m of bees with their 

Id aeon t Henry VII. 
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